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commonest thing nowadays to find a woman serving as a school-
mistress, while her husband is doing business as a money-lender.
To what varna would the woman under these circumstances
belong ? Under the varnashrama dispensation a man would normal-
ly take up the avocation and, therefore, also the varna of his
parents, while a woman would adopt that of her parents ; and they
may well be expected to stick to their respective avocations after
their marriage. To what varna between these would their children
belong? Or would you leave the question to be decided by the
children themselves, by their free, independent choice ? In the
latter case, what becomes of the heredity basis of varna which the
varna dharma, as expounded by you, postulates ? **
In my opinion the question raised is irrelevant in the
circumstances prevailing today. As I have pointed out
in the writing referred to, owing to the confusion of the
varnas today there are in reality no varnas, the varna
principle has ceased to operate. The present state of Hindu,
society may be described as that of anarchy; the four
varnas today exist in name only. If we must talk in terms
of varna, there is only one varna today for all, whether men
or women: we are all Shoodras.
In the resuscitated varna dharma, as I conceive it, a
girl before her marriage will belong to the varna of her
father, just like her brother. Intermarriages between diffe-
rent varnas will be rare. A girl will, therefore, retain her
varna unimpaired even after her marriage. But should the
husband belong to a different varna, then, on marriage, she
would naturally adopt his varna and relinquish that of her
parents. Nor need such a change of varna be understood
to imply a slur against anybody's susceptibilities since the
institution of varna in the age of resuscitation would imply
absolute social equality of all the four varnas.
I do not envisage the wife, as a rule, following an
avocation independently of her husband. The care of the
children and the upkeep of the household are quite enough
to fully engage all her energy. In a well-ordered society
the additional burden of maintaining the family ought not
to fall on her. The man should look to the maintenance of